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Having watched Peoples ride through the junior ranks 
while president of the Shepparton Cycling Club, Maher was 
well aware of the talent he possessed. “When he started on the 
Shepparton velodrome, 333m wasn’t far enough to handicap 
him but even then, as a rolly polly little tacker, he showed 
the steely determination which had lifted him to an elite road 
rider in recent times. 

“In many ways he was an unusual athlete, determined to 
do things his way but always asking others how to improve 
and allowing his legs to do the talking. Not only is cycling 
poorer with his passing but the community at large has lost a 
fine young gentleman.”

All observers of Peoples’ career to date agree that a place 
among the best in the European peloton was only a matter 
of time. With the SouthAustralia.com-AIS program tailored 
to suit riders of his calibre, his opoportunity would have 
come through the U23 program or as a result of negotiations 
conducted on his behalf by Milram rider Brett Lancaster, who 
also hails from Shepparton.

Lancaster recently spoke about the young man from ‘Shep’ 
and it was clear that this was an emotional topic for him. 
“I was really excited about Scott Peoples because he was 
definitely the next best thing coming out of Shepparton. All I 
wanted to do was help this young guy – well, he was 20, but 
he was one of those kids that created their own talent. He 
was around since he was about 10 years old, trying and not 
finishing races, but he was developing lately.

“Obviously he took out a couple of stages at the Tour of 
Southland and was starting to peak and show what he was 
capable of. I actually spoke to him before I went overseas 
in December and said, ‘give me your résumé, mate, I’ll take 
it with me and talk to a couple of good teams over there…’ 
Things went well, but when I came back I didn’t even get to 
speak to him.

“We’ve lost someone who quite possibly could’ve been my 
team-mate in the future, and just a good guy and training 
partner. These are sad times and all our hearts go out to the 
family. They love cycling, it’s in their blood. I didn’t go out for 
a week after I heard about it, I just felt drained. And such a 
good kid, too. This all showed, with the number of people at 
his funeral that had come from near and far.”

Current Shepparton Cycling Club president Gary Dowdell 
was another coach who had witnessed the rapid rise of 
Shepparton’s latest potential cycling export, just as Lancaster 
was making his mark in Europe by recently signing for 
German squad Milram. 

“He was such a nice young man, liked by everyone, 
committed to his goals and appreciative of the advice given 
and the support of a committed cycling family. Scotty 
showed what can be achieved with dedication, commitment 
and self belief; he did himself, his club and his city proud 
with his achievements and we will always wonder what 
might have been”. 

There’s been anger from some in the cycling fraternity, 
and sadness for all. It’s just another example of why driver 
education is vital and motorists’ awareness of cyclists needs to 
be improved. In reality, this probably won’t be the last time a 
fatal accident occurs but the fact that such talent and potential 
has been squandered makes it that little bit harder to accept.

The loss is summed up suitably by Brad Robins who, in his 
capacity as coach of Peoples and his siblings for six years, is in 
a better position than most to see how such a massive talent 
has been wasted yet again by the actions of a motorist. “This 
year he showed everyone what he could do but he still hadn’t 
reached his potential, so we’ll never know what he might have 
achieved. But those who knew him were confident it would 
reach great heights – instead we have to come to terms with 
losing a really great kid.”	 n
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“ ”
this year he showed everyone what he could do but 
he still hadn’t reached his potential, so we’ll never 
know what he might have achieved.

potential wasted… At 20 years 
of age, Scott Peoples’ performances 
during 2006 had many observers 
excited about the future of this 
young rider from Shepparton. He 
won in the wet of stage four at the 
Tour of Southland during November 
(top) before securing his second win 
in the event on stage seven (above 
and right).
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